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early relations of mother and son proves precisely the
opposite, and we can only conclude that Dr. Ludwig
has mistakenly attached to these earlier years the en-
mity between the two which sprang up later. It is,
however, more than possible that the Princess's impul-
sive tenderness and pity often flicked the boy on the
raw.

As soon as William emerged from the nursery and the
guardianship of women, a strict and eminently joyless
education was devised for him by his tutor Hinzpeter.
Lessons started at six in the morning in the summer and
seven in the winter, and continued, with intervals for
meals and exercise, for the next twelve hours. We
must assume that the Crown Prince and Princess approved
this regime: indeed it conformed with German ideas of
the education of children, and as it followed the lines
which the Princess's father had laid down for the educa-
tion of his eldest son, it had for her a pious significance.
William was also subjected to very strict invigilation over
his general conduct, and there, perhaps mindful of the
effect of a similar bondage on her eldest son, Queen
Victoria recommended a looser rein. * I am sure,' she
wrote, ' that you watch over your dear boy with the
greatest care, but I often think too great care, too much
constant watching, leads to the very dangers hereafter
which one wishes to avoid.' l To William's educational
course was added a system of physical exercises which
should enable him, in spite of his paralysed arm, to fit
himself for his future. It might have been permitted to
a boy born in a less exalted sphere, ^vho was not destined
to be the head of the House of Hohenzollern, to devote
himself to artistic and literary pursuits, in which this

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick,, pp. 123, 124.